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INVENTORY 


Arthur W. Gray Letter 

Date: December 17, 1864 

Accession Number: 990302C- 

Donor: Nellie Sampson 

Description: One file folder in a document case 


Content and Scope of the Collection 


This collection contains a Civil War letter written by 
Arthur W. Gray from Morganza, Louisiana, on December 17, 
1864 to his wife, Mary C. Gray, in Orleans (Orange County), 
Indiana. Gray was mustered into the 24th Regiment Indiana 
Volunteers on May 14, 1862 as Assistant Surgeon. He was 
eventually promoted to Surgeon on September 28, 1863 and was 
given an honorable discharge on December 3, 1864. 


At the time he wrote this letter, Gray had already been 
discharged and was waiting for his pay. His regiment was 
stationed at Morganza and participated in various 
expeditions in Louisiana. Gray refers to the consolidation 
of his regiment with the 67th regiment (which occurred on 
December 10, 1864) at Morganza, with the reorganized 
regiment retaining the name of the 24th Regiment Indiana 
volunteers. 


According to the WPA index to marriage records in 
Orange County, Indiana, Arthur W. Gray married Mary C. 
Lingle on September 30, 1847. Gray and his family are 
listed on the 1860 Indiana Census in Orleans (Orange 
County). He was born in Indiana (circa 1827), his wife Mary 
was from Ohio, and his four children (Robert, Addie E., 
Hannah E. and 2 month-old baby), were all born in Indiana. 


A transcript of the letter along with background 
information on Gray and the 24th regiment are filed in the 
inventory folder with the collection. 
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Civil War Letters of William A. Black 

Dates: 1864-1865; 1870-1871; 1882 

Accession Number: SM D.C. 14A- 

Donor: David Johnston 

Description: Fourteen envelopes in a small document case 


Content and Scope of the Collection 


The items in this collection were given to the library by former board member, 
David Johnston. He acquired them from Jack Black, 887 West Summit Circle, Chandler, 
Arizona 85224, a retiree of the Terre Haute First National Bank. 


This collection primarily contains the Civil War letters of William A. Black 
written to his father Josiah O. Black. Also included are a few miscellaneous items and 
letters belonging to Black family members. 


William A. Black and brother Wiley O. Black were mustered into the Union 
Army, Company D of the 11th Cavalry (126th Indiana Regiment) on January 21, 1864. 
The letters chronicle some of the regiment's activities near Larkinsville, Alabama, and the 
campaign near Nashville, Tennessee. In July 1865, William A. Black was stationed at 
Fort Riley, Kansas, and discusses the Indian War with the Pottawatomie. William and 
Wiley were discharged from the army September 19, 1865. 


Born January 29, 1845, William Albert Black is the son of Jane G. Carson and 
Josiah O. Black. For related material, see the Black Family file in Special Collections. 
William A. Black died in 1922 and is buried with several other family members in Black 
Cemetery near the Illinois border west of West Terre Haute. 


SM D.C. 

Envelope 1 Letter from Capt. C. A. Goodwin (Camp Shanks, Indianapolis) 
to W. A. Black and W. O. Black, February 5, 1864 

Envelope 2 Letter from William Black (Tennessee) to J. O. Black, 
May 21, 1864 

Envelope 3 Letter from William A. Black (Paint Rock Bridge, near 


Larkinsville) Alabama, June 2, 1864 


Envelope 4 Letter from William A. Black to J. O. Black, June 29, 1864 


See firchives frv this 
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SM D.C. (cont.) 
Envelope 5 Letter from William A. Black (Larkinsville, Alabama) to 
Josiah O. Black (Terre Haute, IN), July 20, 1864 
w/envelope 
Envelope 6 Letter from William A. Black to Josiah O. Black (Terre Haute), 
August 19, 1864; w/envelope 
Envelope 7 Letter from William A. Black (Camp near Nashville, Tenn.) to 
Josiah Black, December 14, 1864 
Envelope 8 Letter from William A. Black (Camp near Rolla, Missouri) to 
Josiah O. Black, June 13, 1865; w/envelope 
Envelope 9 Letter from William A. Black to John W. Black, Francis M. 
Black, Huldah B. Black, June14, 1865 
w/envelope addressed to Josiah O. Black 
Envelope 10 Letter from William A. Black (Kansas, Fort Riley) to Josiah O. 
Black (Terre Haute), July 7, 1865; w/envelope 
Envelope 11 Postcard to Wiley O. Black, Macksville, Vigo County, 
regarding claim for pension from Department of the Interior, 
February 14, 1890 
Envelope addressed to Josiah O. Black, n.d. 
Note for loan of $100.00 
Envelope 12 Letter from James Low? (Guthrie, Iowa) to Wiley O. Black, 
March 26, 1870 
Envelope 13 Letter from W. J. Long to Wiley O. Black, February 27, 1871 
Envelope 14 Letter from Friedrich Lutz (Charleston, IL) to William A. Black 


(13 West Main St., Terre Haute), May 1, 1882 
w/envelope 
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CIVIL WAR SOURCES 
in the Community Archives Collection 
Vigo County Public Library 


Accession # Collection Title 
900424A- Abraham Slough Letters 
900424K- Austin Murphy Diary 

j In process Benjamin Boring Papers 
SM D.C. B Camp Dick Thompson Muster Rolls 
800428A- Chester Adams Letters 
900424H- Civil War Diary (author unknown) 
SM D.C. 14A- Civil War Letters of William A. Black 
900424L- Daniel S. Schenck 
9004241- David W. Stratton Diary 
790724G- GAR Morton Post No. 1 
OV 3 GAR Post No. 7 of Indiana 
900424D- George E. Farrington Letters 
900424C- Jackson-Ray Letter 
900424B- Jennie McFarland Letter 
900424 J- John Kuppenheimer Diary 
830824C- Memorial Hall Association 
900424E- Ransom E. Hawley Letters 
900424F- Smith Family Letters 
790724F- Sons of Union Veterans 


790725; Series V, Terre Haute Literary Club: 
Folder 3 ‘*“Our Neighborhood in the Civil War” 
by William H. Wiley, Jan. 1918 
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INVENTORY 


William St. Clair Letter 

Date: November 8, 1861 

Accession Number: 990302B- 

Description: One file folder in a document case 


Content and Scope of the Collection 


This collection contains a Civil War letter written in 
two parts by William St. Clair from his camp in Calhoun, 
Kentucky, on November 8, 1861. The first section of the 
letter is addressed to his cousin Hattie (Harriet Frances 
Carico); the second section of the letter is addressed to 
his cousin Lib (Sarah Elizabeth Carico). Both cousins were 
from Terre Haute, Indiana, and the daughters of Cynthia 
Evaline St. Clair Carico. (For an extensive genealogy of 
the St. Clair family, see the St. Clair surname file in 
Special Collections.) 


According to the st. Clair family records, William St. 
Clair was born on December 9, 1843, the son of Bliza Jane 
Evans and Nelson St. Clair who were early settlers in Vigo 
and Sullivan counties. During the Civil War, William St. 
Clair was a musician in Company E, 31st Regiment Indiana 
Volunteers. He served from September 20, 1861 to September 
15, 1864. 


During the time he wrote this letter, the regiment was 
camped at Calhoun, Kentucky where they spent much time 
drilling. The letter describes Confederate looting in the 
area, the Regiment’s location and activities, culinary 
conditions at camp, and the author's thoughts about serving 
his country. 


William St. Clair died in Terre Haute, Indiana, on 
October 13, 1918. He was survived by his second wife, 
Theodocia Fowler St. Clair, and their three children: John 
William, Albert Eugene, and Sylvester J. St. Clair. 


A transcript of the letter along with background 
information on St. Clair and the 31st regiment are filed in 
the inventory folder with the collection. 
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INVENTORY 


Benjamin F. Boring Collection 
Dates: 1861-1918 

Accession Number: 991206 
Donor: Emma Ehrmann 
Description: One document case. 


RESTRICTIONS: The Boring diary is particularly fragile and faded. A photocopy of 
the diary is stored at the end of the collection and should be used by researchers. The 
Civil War letters have been transcribed by Joanne Spann, Archives Research Assistant, 
and the transcripts should also be used in lieu of the originals. 


Biography 


Born March 16, 1840 in Marion County, Indiana, Benjamin Franklin Boring was 
the son of Elizabeth Buchanon and Thomas W. Boring, a travelling preacher. He was 
educated in Lawrence and Crawford counties in Illinois. At the age of 21, Boring was 
mustered into the Union Army on August 26, 1861 at Camp Butler, Illinois, for a 3 year 
term of service with Company D, 30th Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry. During the 
Civil War, his company was involved in many battles and skirmishes, including the battle 
of Britton's Lane, the battle of Belmont (where Benjamin Boring was slightly wounded), 
the siege of Corinth, the battle of Champion Hills, the siege of Vicksburg and took part in 
Sherman's push to Atlanta. Boring was mustered out of the army at the end of his term 
on August 27, 1864. 


After his discharge, Benjamin Boring attended the Terre Haute Commercial 
College as well as received a teacher's certificate which allowed him to teach school at 
the Durham schoolhouse, school district number 1, Honey Creek Township, Vigo 
County, Indiana (December 1864-March 1865). In May 1865, he received his diploma 
from the Commercial College and moved to Robinson, Illinois, where he sold goods in a 
store for Dorothy & Mills. When the store closed after his three month contract of hire 
expired, Boring moved back to Terre Haute and firmly established his teaching career. 
He taught again in Honey Creek Township, but eventually became the principal of 
Greenwood School in Terre Haute. By 1881, Boring worked for the Federal Revenue 
Department as a U.S. Storekeeper and Gauger. In the 1890s, he became a grocer and 
opened his own dry goods store.(southwest corner of 1st and Boring) near his residence 
on the south side of Terre Haute. 


On November 21, 1867, Benjamin Boring married Sarah Elizabeth Meredith; 
they had two daughters, Gertrude Meredith Boring (born 1869, who eventually married 
Charles Ehrmann) and Hortense Bonaparte Boring (born 1874). After the death of his 
first wife in 1902, Boring married Christina Elisabeth Noble on October 23, 1910. At the 
age of 79, Benjamin Boring died at his residence (Voorhees and Dilman streets) in Terre 
Haute on October 2, 1919. 


Inventory—Benjamin F. Boring Collection 2 
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This collection contains 33 letters, one diary (of approximately 172 pages), and a 
few miscellaneous papers (furlough, muster-out roll, and pension certificate) of Benjamin 
Franklin Boring. The first 21 letters (1861-1864) were written during the Civil War by 
Boring to his friend William C. Jones of Robinson, Illinois. These give detailed accounts 
of his regiment's activities and his personal reflections. The remaining 12 letters were 
written much after the war (1882-1918) and are addressed to family members. They 
contain a variety of information on family relations, politics and recent events, health and 
old age. Most of these personal letters were written by Boring to his daughter Gertrude 
Meredith Boring Ehrmann or to his grandson Howard Ehrmann. One letter is from his 
first wife Sarah Meredith Boring to her sister. 


Benjamin Boring's diary covers the time period March 18, 1864 to April 6, 1866 
and contains a wealth of information on both his military and personal life. The Civil 
War section of the diary (97 pages) contains daily entries which chronicle his regiment's 
routine and their skirmishes or battles with Rebel troops, as well as details of the 
countryside, the people, and the weather. The second half of the diary (75 pages) 
contains daily entries (except for two gaps in time) which chronicle his life after he is 
discharged from the army. This section contains rich details of a veteran's attempt to go 
back to civilian life, including his travels in Illinois and Indiana, his social acquaintances 
and activities, his study at the Terre Haute Commercial College, and his early career as a 
teacher in Vigo County. 


Donor Information 


This collection was donated to the Vigo County Public Library by Emma 
Ehrmann, the widow of Howard Ehrmann. A handwritten genealogy of the Boring 
family was included with this material showing their relationship to James Buchanan, 
former President of the United States. The chart is purported to have been done by 
Howard Ehrmann, son of Gertrude Meredith Boring Ehrmann and grandson of Benjamin 
Franklin Boring. It is filed in the inventory folder with the collection. 


Howard Ehrmann is the nephew of Terre Haute writer Max Ehrmann. 


a 


D.C. 
Folder 1 Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 

Camp Defiance, Cairo, Ill., September 16, 1861 (w/envelope) 
Folder 2 Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 


Camp McClernand, November 27, 1861 (w/envelope) 
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Folder 3 


Folder 4 


Folder 5 


Folder 6 


Folder 7 


Folder 8 


Folder 9 


Folder 10 


Folder 11 


Folder 12 


Folder 13 


Folder 14 


Folder 15 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Fort Donalson, Dover, Tennessee, March 29, 1862 (w/envelope) 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Steamer Planet, Tennessee River, April 23, 1862 (w/envelope) 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Camp in the field near Corinth, May 27, 1862 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Jackson, Tennessee, July 6, 1862 (w/envelope) 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Jackson, Tennessee, July 31, 1862 (w/envelope) 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Hatchee Bottoms, Tennessee, August, 20, 1862 (w/envelope) 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Jackson, Tennessee, September 12, 1862 (w/envelope) 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to Devil [William C. Jones]: 
Jackson, Tennessee, October 28, 1862 (w/envelope) 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Camp in the field La Grange, Tennessee, November 23, 1862 
(w/envelope) ; 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Camp in the field Water Valley, Mississippi, December 21, 1862 
(w/envelope) 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Memphis, Tennessee, January 28, 1863 (w/envelope) 
Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Lake Providence, Louisiana, March 14, 1863 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Black River, Mississippi, May 6, 1863 (w/envelope) 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Rear of Vicksburg, June 10, 1863 (w/envelope) 
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D.C. (cont.) 


Folder 16 Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Rear of Vicksburg, June 18, 1863 (w/envelope) 


Folder 17 Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Camp at Tiffin, Miss., 14 miles in rear of Vicksburg, July 6, 1863 
(w/envelope) 


Folder 18 Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, November 5, 1863 (w/envelope) 


Folder 19 Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Marshall, Illinois, December 10, 1863 (w/two envelopes?) 


Folder 20 Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to William C. Jones: 
Clifton, Tennessee, May 5, 1864 (w/envelope) 


Folder 21 Furlough papers, for the period July 30-August 29, 1863 
Muster-Out Roll of Detachment of Co. D, 30th Regiment, Illinois 
Infantry, August 27, 1864 
Pension certificate, March 15, 1890 


Folder 22 Letter, from Sarah Meredith Boring to her sister: 
Terre Haute, Indiana, July 2, 1882 


Folder 23 Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to Gertrude Boring Ehrmann: 
Terre Haute, Indiana, October 4, 1908 (w/envelope) 


Folder 24 Letter, from "Aunt Frank" to Gertrude Boring Ehrmann: 
Atchison, Kansas, May 13, 1911 (w/envelope) 


Folder 25 Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to Gertrude Boring Ehrmann: 
Terre Haute, Indiana, August 12, 1914 (w/envelope) 


Folder 26 Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to Gertrude Boring Ehrmann: 
Terre Haute, Indiana, August 28, 1914 (w/envelope) 


Folder 27 Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to Gertrude Boring Ehrmann: 
Terre Haute, Indiana, October 18, 1916 (w/envelope) 


Folder 28 Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to Gertrude Boring Ehrmann: 
Terre Haute, Indiana, [October 1916] (w/envelope) 


Folder 29 Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to Gertrude Boring Ehrmann: 
Terre Haute, Indiana, November 8, 1916 (w/envelope) 
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D.C. (cont.) 


Folder 30 


Folder 31 


Folder 32 


Folder 33 


Box 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to Howard Ehrmann: 
Terre Haute, Indiana, March 20, 1917 (w/envelope) 


Postcard, from Benjamin F. Boring to Gertrude Boring Ehrmann: 
Terre Haute, Indiana, April 17, 1917 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to Howard Ehrmann: 
Terre Haute, Indiana, October 21, 1917 (w/envelope) 


Letter, from Benjamin F. Boring to Howard Ehrmann: 
Terre Haute, Indiana, November 9, 1918 (w/envelope) 


Benjamin F. Boring Diary, March 18, 1864 — April 6, 1866 
(Note: Diary is misnumbered at page 100/101; gap in diary from 


December 30, 1864 to March 10, 1865; gap in diary from 
November 18, 1865 to April 6, 1866) 
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Isaiah Corban Diary 

Dates: January 1, 1864-August 21, 1864 
Accession Number: 990302F 

Donor: Unknown 

Description: One file folder in a document case 


-Ú 


Restrictions: The Corban diary is particularly fragile and faded. A transcription of the 
diary is stored in the inventory folder for this collection and should be used by researchers. 


Biography 


Isaiah Corban was born in Connersville, Indiana on May 11, 1834 and lived in 
Worthington, Indiana at the outbreak of the Civil War. In May, 1861, Corban enlisted and 
was mustered into the Union Army at Camp Vigo in Terre Haute for a one-year term of 
service with Company D, Fourteenth Infantry Regiment, Indiana Volunteers. On June 7, 
1861, in response to President Lincoln's call for troops to serve three-year terms, the 
Fourteenth was the first Indiana regiment to volunteer to extend their service from one to 
three years. 


Corban reenlisted in the army on December 21, 1863, serving as a sentry and an 
ambulance driver with the Fourteenth Regiment until the end of its 3-year enlistment in June 
1864. On June 7, 1864, Corban was transferred to the Twentieth Regiment, Indiana 
Volunteers, continuing his duties as an ambulance driver with occasional sentry duty in the 
vicinity of City Point and Petersburg, Virginia. Corban was mustered out of service on July 
12, 1865 in Louisville, Kentucky. 


Corban married Emma F. Basham of Evansville in that city on February 20, 1864. 
After the war, Corban returned to Worthington where he and his wife had four children— 
Charley, Thomas, John and Freddie—and Corban worked as a carpenter. Corban moved 
from Worthington to Terre Haute in 1879 and joined two Grand Army of the Republic 
posts—Morton Post, Number |; and John Baird Post, Number 592. 


Isaiah Corban died at his residence, 1239 N. 11th Street, on November 4, 1898, at 
the age of 64. 


Content and Scope of Collection 


This collection consists of Isaiah Corban's diary in which he chronicled the activities 
of himself and the Fourteenth and Twentieth Regiments, Indiana Volunteer Infantry from 
January 1864 to August, 1864. As a member of the Fourteenth Regiment, Corban was a 
sentry and ambulance driver and fought in the battles of Morton's Ford, Spotsylvania, and 
Cold Harbor. Upon joining the Twentieth Regiment, Corban continued his ambulance 
driving duties during the regiment's participation in the protracted but successful Union 
siege of Petersburg, Virginia. In addition to recording the regiment's movements from one 
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location to another, he also provides terse descriptions of ambulance trips to Fredericksburg 
and City Point and makes brief entries about the monotony of camp life and the weather. 


Corban would have been unidentifiable if he had not made a brief mention in his 
diary on February 20, 1864 of his marriage to an "E.F. Basham" in Evansville. Research by 
Joanne Spann, Archives Research Assistant, in the WPA Marriage Index for Vanderburgh 
County documents the marriage of "Isiah Corbin" and "Emma F. Basham". The "Corbin" 
variation of the name appears several times but because the Isiah Corbin who appears in the 
WPA index later signed his name as "Isaiah Corban" on his application for membership in 
Morton Post, No. | of the GAR circa 1880, the name "Isaiah Corban" will be used in this 
inventory. 


A transcript of Corban's diary; documentation of his military career; histories of the 
Fourteenth and Twentieth Regiments; census information for Isaiah Corban and his family; 
and Corban's GAR membership application for Morton Post, No. | are in the inventory 
folder for this collection. 
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Quartermaster Sergeant Maurice Kuykendall Civil War Ledger 
Dates: January 1865-August 1865 [?] 

Accession Number: 990302D 

Donor: Florence Hixon Kiser 

Description: One file folder in a document case 


Content and Scope of Collection 


This collection consists of a 5" x 7" leatherbound notebook used as an accounts 
ledger by Sergeant Maurice Kuykendall in the course of his duties as the quartermaster for 
Company L, Sixth Cavalry (71st Regiment) Indiana Volunteers. The ledger begins on 
January 23, 1865 in Nashville, Tennesee, and seems to conclude on August 24, [1865]. 
During this time period, Company L of the Sixth Cavalry was encamped in the state of 
Tennessee in the cities of Nashville, Pulaski, and Tullahoma. 


The notebook contains information about the distribution or "draw" of supplies and 
loans of money from the quartermaster to the soldiers in Company L. These "draws" 
seemed to be recorded on a monthly basis. The supplies included articles of clothing, 
haversacks, canteens, and hatchets. In instances when loans have been repaid, Sergeant 
Kuykendall marked an "X" through the transaction. 


The ledger also contains several rosters of officers and enlisted men from Company 
L, Sixth Cavalry. A short regimental history and the roster for Company L in the Report of 
the Adjutant General of the State of Indiana are included in the inventory folder for this 


collection. 


Maurice Kuykendall was mustered into the Union Army on July 19, 1862; he was 
mustered out on September 15, 1865 in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, with the rank of Sergeant 
lst Class. He is buried in the northwest section of New Hope Cemetery in Sugar Creek 
Township, Vigo County. His rank, company, and regiment are the only information that 
appear on his headstone. His birth and death dates are unknown. 
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Collec Hew 


James M. Youmans Union Army Veterans Register 
Dates: 1865?-1924 

Accession Number: 990302E 

Donor: Unknown 

Description: One file folder in a document case 


ntent an e of Collection 


This collection consists of 3 small booklets (4" x 6.5") compiled by James M. 
Youmans, a veteran of the Civil War. The booklets were originally intended to serve as 
"Workmens Time Books" but Youmans adapted them to use for recording information 
about Union Army veterans of the Civil War. Youmans provided no rationale or explana- 
tion for the creation of these lists except to indicate on the first few pages of Book 1 that 
these were the "Names of Soldiers Dead and Living." Since several of the entries are for 
individuals who were killed in the Civil War, it seems more likely that these books represent 
Youmans' attempt to serve as an historian of the conflict than anything else such as use as a 
membership list for Civil War veteran organizations. 


For each veteran, including himself, Youmans listed information in the following 
order: the military company and regiment in which they served; the state where they 
enlisted; their date of death; their place of death; and the name of the battle (in cases when 
the individual was killed in action). Many of the soldiers survived into the 1910s and as 
late as the 1920s. The soldiers in the book served in regiments from the following states 
and commonwealths: Indiana, Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Missouri, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee. 


James M. Youmans was born circa 1843 and lived in Clinton, Indiana. He was 
mustered into the Union Army on December 10, 1863. He served in Company C, 123rd 
Regiment Indiana Volunteers and was mustered out on August 25, 1865 with the rank of 
Sergeant. He died in Clinton on April 11, 1928 at the age of 85. His obituary is included in 
the inventory folder for this collection. 


Document Case 


Folder 1 Booklet 1: Surnames A-H 
Booklet 2: Surnames H-S 
Booklet 3: Surnames T-Y 
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INVENTORY 


Smith Family Letters 

Dates: 1838-1863 

Accession Number: 900424F- 

Donor: Vigo County Historical Society 

Description: Ten file folders in a flat storage box. 


This collection primarily contains correspondence of the Smith 
family from 1857-1863. Correspondents include John W. Smith (husband), 
Margaret Smith (wife), Martha Jane Smith (daughter), and Benjamin W. 
Smith (son). A few letters are from the Smith family’s cousins 
(surnames include McClure, Garr, Hardin, and McCalment). All letters 
have been transcribed and these typewritten copies are arranged in 
chronological order at the end of the collection. 


Although there are some random letters, most correspondence can be 
grouped into one of two categories or time periods. The first series of 
letters reflects the summer of 1859 when wife Margaret Smith was ill and 
went to Dr. Shepard’s Water Cure Establishment in Columbus, Ohio, to 
restore her health. 


The second series of letters involves correspondence between 
Benjamin W. Smith and his family during the Civil War. Benjamin was 
mustered into the Union Army on August 19, 1862 and served in the 99th 
Regiment Indiana Volunteers, Company H, while stationed in Mississippi 
and Tennessee. The letters include detailed descriptions of the 
regiment’s activities and the conditions of army life as well as 
personal news from home. Eventually, Benjamin became ill and was 
hospitalized in Lagrange, Tennessee. His father travelled south to 
bring him home; Benjamin W. Smith was discharged March 14, 1863. 


Collection contains: 43 letters; 43 typewritten copies; 3 bills; 
1 advertisement flyer 


F.S. 
Folder 1 Smith family bills 1838-1851 
Folder 2 Letter, from Martha A. McClure and 

Nancy A. McClure to Martha J. 

Smith: Missouri, Putnam County March 29, 1857 


Letter, from Margaret M. Garr to 
cousin: Mount Calvary, Davis 


County, Iowa January 18, 1859 


Inventory--Smith Family Letters 


F.S. 


(cont.) 


Folder 2 


Folder 3 


Folder 4 


Advertisement flyer: Dr. Shepard’s 
Water Cure Establishment, Columbus, 


Ohio 


Letter, from Margaret Smith to 
John W. Smith: Water Cure, 
[Columbus, Ohio] 


Letter, from Margaret Smith to 
John W. Smith: Water Cure, 
[Columbus, Ohio] 


Letter, from Martha Jane Smith to 
Margaret Smith 


Letter, from D. Wilson to Margaret 
Smith: "At David Faucets" 


Letter, from Martha Jane Smith 
to Margaret Smith 


Letter, from Margaret Smith to 
John W. Smith: Water Cure, 
[Columbus, Ohio] 


Letter, from Margaret Smith to 
John W. Smith: [Water Cure, 
Columbus, Ohio] 


Letter, from C.E.R. Shepard to 
Margaret Smith: Water Cure, 
Columbus, Ohio 


Letter, from E.J. Hardin to Martha 
Jane Smith: Moravia, Iowa 


Letter, from Margaret M. Garr to 
cousin 


Letter, from Martha Jane Smith to 
parents: Danville, [Ind.?] 


Letter, from Mollie Warner to 
Martha Jane Smith: Thorntown, 
Indiana 


Letter, from James McCalment to 
cousin: Grand Junction, Tenn. 


June 3, [1859] 


June 17? [1859] 


July 6, 1859 


July 17, 1859 


July 25, 1859 


August 9, 1859 


August 23, 1859 


August 13, 1860 


January 11, 1861 


Feb. 10, 1861 


Feb. 23, 1861 


March 5, 1861 


July 14, 1862 
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F.S. 


(cont. ) 


Folder 4 


Folder 5 


Folder 6 


Letter fragment 


Letter, from William F. Adams to 
Benjamin W. Smith: Helena, 
Arkansas 


Letter, from Benjamin W. Smith 
to Martha Jane Smith: Camp 
Jewett [Kentucky] 


Letter, from John W. Smith to 
Benjamin W. Smith: White Lick, 
Pleasant View 


Letter, from Benjamin W. Smith to 
John W. Smith: [Kentucky] 


Letter, from Martha Jane Smith to 
Benjamin W. Smith 


Letter, from Benjamin W. Smith to 
John W. Smith: Memphis, Tenn. 


Letter, from Martha Jane Smith to 
Benjamin W. Smith 


Letter, from Benjamin W. Smith to 
John W. Smith: Camp ‘Readbank, 
Mississippi 


Letter, from John W. Smith to 
Benjamin W. Smith 


Letter, from Benjamin W. Smith to 
John W. Smith: Holly Springs, 
Mississippi 


Letter fragment, from Martha Jane 
Smith to Benjamin W. Smith 


Letter, from Benjamin W. Smith to 
John W. Smith: Lagrange, Tenn. 


Letter, from Benjamin W. Smith to 
John W. Smith: Tennessee 


Letter, from Martha Jane Smith to 
Benjamin W. Smith 


July 26, 


1862 


September 1862 


October 31, [1862] 


November 


November 


November 


November 


November 


November 


December 


December 


January 


January 


January 


January 


9, 1862 


10, 1862 


16, 1862 


20, 1862 


22, 1862 


29, [1862] 


25, 1862 


30, 1862 


3, 1863 


11, 1863 


13, 1863 


18, 1863 
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Inventory--Smith Family Letters 


F.S. (cont.) 


Folder 6 


Folder 7 


Folder 8 


| Folder 9 


Folder 10 


Letter, from I.W. Thompson to Benjamin 
W. Smith 


Letter, from Benjamin W. Smith to 
Martha Jane Smith 


Letter, from John W. Smith to Benjamin 
W. Smith 


Letter, from Margaret Smith to 
Benjamin W. Smith 


Letter, from John W. Smith to Margaret 
Smith: Lagrange, Tenn. 


Letter, from John W. Smith to Margaret 
Smith: [Lagrange, Tenn.) 


Letter, from John W. Smith to Margaret 
Smith: [Lagrange, Tenn.] 


Letter, from Margaret Smith to John W. 
Smith 


Letter, from John W. Smith to Margaret 
Smith: Lagrange, Tenn. 


Letter, from Benjamin W. Smith to 
John W. Smith: Lagrange, Tenn. 


Letter fragment, from [Wilson 
McCalment?] to [Martha Jane Smith?]: 
Fort Hieman, Kentucky 

Letter, from Wilson McCalment to 


Benjamin W. Smith: Fort Hieman, 
Kentucky 


Letter, from Benjamin W. Smith to 
John W. Smith 


Letters (typewritten copies) 


tt LAJ 


January 19, 1863 


January 22, 1863 


January 23, 1863 


February 6, 1863 


February 17, 1863 


February 25, 1863 


March 2, 1863 


March 7, 1863 


March 10, 1863 


March 22, 1863 


April 7, 1863 


May 26, 1863 


n.d. 
March 1857-July 
Sept. 1862-Jan. 


Feb.-May 1863 


1862 


1863 
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Sons of Union Veterans 

Dates: Nov. 14, 1907-Nov. 6, 1931 

Donor: Rolla Shepherd 

Accession Number: 790724F- 

Description: Four file folders in a Record Storage Box 


Content and Scope of Collection 


The papers in this collection are the contents of a 
single 'Minute Book' containing all extant records of the 
organization: minutes of meetings, treasurer's reports, 
newspaper clippings, and one program (1929, Folder 4). 


FOLDER 1 - Nov. 14, 1907-Jan. 8, 1914 
FOLDER 2 - March 26, 1914-Nov. 10, 1922 
FOLDER 3 - Feb. 12, 1923-Nov. 16, 1928 
FOLDER 4 - Jan. 12, 1929-Nov. 6, 1931 


lave (We) = Civil Wear Ste. Archive for Vis 
y C Cellechon 


INVENTORY 


Jackson-Ray Letter 

Date: December 16, 1862 

Accession Number: 900424C- 

Donor: Vigo County Historical Society 

Description: One file folder in a flat storage box. 


This collection consists of two letters in one addressed to 
Americus Miller Ray and dated December 16, 1862. The first 
letter is written by Harvey Jackson (husband of Demerris Ray); 
the second letter is written by Demerris Anna Ray Jackson (sister 
of Americus Miller Ray and wife of Harvey Jackson). 


Born in Vigo County, Indiana, on January 10, 1842, Americus 
Miller Ray served in the Union Army during the Civil War. He was 
killed March 6, 1863 at Nashville, Tennessee. For additional 
family information, see inventory folder and the Jackson and Ray 
genealogy files in Special Collections. 
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INVENTORY 


Civil War Letters of William A. Black to Josiah O. Black 
Dates: 1864-1865; 1870-1871; 1882 

Accession Number: SM D.C. 13A- 

Donor: David Johnston 

Description: Fourteen envelopes in a small document case 


Content and Scope of Collection 


The items in this collection were given to the library by former board l 
member, David Johnston. He acquired them from Jack Black, 887 West Summit 
Circle, Chandler, Arizona 85224, a retiree of the Terre Haute First National 
Bank. 


Most of the letters date from the Civil War. Most of them were written 
by William A. Black to his father, Josiah O. Black. William and his brother, 
Wiley, are listed in Indiana Adjutant General's report as private in Co. D., 
11th Indiana Cavalry. 


The Black family file contains information on this family. 


[See attached notes of genealogist. ] 


{Jaws (w.v.) — Civi) War See: Archives for 
ext ees“ 
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INVENTORY 


Jennie McFarland Letter 

Date: May 2, 1865 

Accession Number: 900424B- 

Donor: Vigo County Historical Society 

Description: One file folder in a flat storage box. 


This collection contains one letter written by Jennie 
McFarland to her cousin who was apparently in the military 
service during the Civil War. The letter includes personal 
anecdotes as well as references to the war and the assassination 
of Lincoln. 


Although there was no additional material with the letter to 
identify its author, there is a Jennie McFarland listed on the 
1860 census in Carroll County, Indiana (p. 325). 


Yhrs 


Waves (w.v.) — Crvi) War Archives 
Cellechon 


INVENTORY 


George E. Farrington Letters 
Dates: .Sept.723 - Nov. 16, 1864 


Accession Number: 900424D- 
Donor: Vigo County Historical Society 
Description: One file folder in a flat storage box. 


Born in Terre Haute on September 24, 1841, George E. Farrington 
was the son of James and Harriet Ewing Farrington. On August 20, 
1862, Farrington was mustered into the 85th Regiment Indiana 
Volunteers, Company G, was eventually promoted to first and second 
lieutenant, and subsequently became the quartermaster for the 85th 
until the regiment was mustered out of service June 12, 1865. 


After the Civil War, Farrington returned to Terre Haute and was 
employed most of his working life as the secretary and general agent 
for the Vandalia Line of the Terre Haute and Indianapolis Railroad 
Company. He died February 7, 1920 at the age of 79. 


This collection contains correspondence between George E. 
Farrington and his parents during the Civil War. The 85th regiment 
was involved in the campaign against Atlanta in the fall of 1864. 
During an armistice in September 1864, Farrington transported 
Confederate families into enemy territory. The letters contain 
detailed accounts of his activities and impressions. 


Letter, from George E. Farrington to 


Harriet Ewing Farrington Sept. 23, 1864 
Letter, from George E. Farrington to Sept. 24-25, 
Harriet Ewing Farrrington 1864 


Letter, from George E. Farrington to 
James Farrington Oct. 4, 1864 


Letter, from James Farrington to 
George E. Farrington Nov. 16, 1864 
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INVENTORY 


Ransom E. Hawley Letters 

Dates: 1862-1865 

Accession Number: 900424E- 

Donor: Vigo County Historical Society 

Description: Three file folders in a flat storage box. 


This collection primarily contains correspondence between Ransom E. 
Hawley and his family during the Civil War. The 17 letters reflect 
periods when Hawley was a student at Wabash College and when he served 
as a private in the Union Army. 


Ransom E. Hawley was born in Putnamville, Indiana, on July 8, 1844. 
His parents were Sarah M. Hall and Ransom Hawley; he had one brother, 
Henry Martin Hawley, and two sisters, Emeline Anna and Lucy Elizabeth 
Hawley. 


Hawley graduated from Lane Seminary, but was also a student at 
Wabash College and Indiana University. During the Civil War, he 
apparently served under two Indiana regiments in the Union Army: the 
78th Regiment Indiana Volunteers, Company A, and the 115th Regiment 
Indiana Volunteers, Company C. 


After the war, Hawley became a minister in the Presbyterian church 
for nearly 50 years. He died in Terre Haute on January 20, 1927 and is 
buried in Woodlawn Cemetery. For additonal information related to the 


genealogy file in Special Collections. 


F.S. 
Folder 1 Letter, from Ransom E. Hawley 
to parents: Wabash College Feb. 15, 1862 
Letter, from Ransom E. Hawley 
to parents: Crawfordsville, 
Ind. Feb. 24, [1862] 


Letter, from Joseph M. Ladd to 
Ransom E. Hawley: Louisville Feb. 24, 1862 


Letter, from Ransom E. Hawley 
to Emeline Anna Hawley: 
No. 48, North Division April 7, 1862 


Letter, from Ransom E. Hawley 
to parents: Wabash College June 4, 1862 


Inventory--Ransom E. Hawley Letters 2 


F.S., (cont.) 


Folder 1 Letter, from Ransom E. Hawley 
to Hawley family: Indianapolis, 
Ind. July 29, [1862] 


Letter, from Ransom E. Hawley 
to Sarah M. Hawley: Camp in the 


field near Greenville, Tenn. Oct. 21, 1863 
Folder 2 Letter, from Ransom E. Hawley 

to parents: Bridgeport, 

Alabama May 27, 1864 


Letter, from Ransom E. Hawley 
to Sarah M. Hawley: Bridgeport, 
Alabama June 12, 1864 


Letter, from parents to Ransom 
E. Hawley: Putnamville, Ind. June 17, 1864 


Letter, from Ransom E. Hawley 
to parents: Bridgeport, 
Alabama June 24, 1864 


Letter, from Ransom E. Hawley 
to parents: Bridgeport Hotel, 
June 5th [July 5, 1864?] 


Letter, from Ransom E. Hawley 
to Sarah M. Hawley: 
Bloomington, Ind. Nov. 19, 1864 


Letter, from Ransom E. Hawley 
to Sarah M. Hawley: Wabash 


College April 12, 1865 
Folder 3 Letter, from Ransom E. Hawley 
to Miss Crawford Jan. 28th 


Letter, from Ransom E. Hawley 
to Miss Crawford n.d. 


Letter, from Ransom E. Hawley 
to Comrade Agnew n.d. 


Handwritten copy of pages from 


(published in 1904) n.d. 
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INVENTORY 


Abraham Slough Letters 

Dates: 1862-1957 

Accession Number: 900424A- 

Donor: Vigo County Historical Society 

Description: Two file folders in a flat storage box. 


Born in Stokes County, North Carolina, Abraham Slough was a 
farmer from Arney, Owen County, Indiana at the time he was 
mustered into the Union Army on October 10, 1861. He served as 
First Sergeant of Company A, 59th Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 

His military service involved campaigns throughout Mississippi; in 
October 1862, he was engaged in the battle of Corinth. Early in 
1863, Slough fell ill and was hospitalized in Memphis, Tennessee, 
where the 59th regiment was camped nearby. He died in Memphis at 
Overton Hospital on February 16, 1863. 


This collection contains 12 letters Abraham Slough wrote to 
his wife Lydia A. Slough during his military service in the Civil 
War. The letters contain detailed accounts of the regiment’s 
activities as well as personal references to home and family. 
Also, included in the collection are a few miscellaneous papers 
relating to Slough’s military record, the widow’s pension voucher, 


and the letter to Lydia from Lt. Col. Hyden informing her of her 
husband’s death. 


Folder 1 Letter, from Abraham Slough to Lydia 
A. Slough: On the road from 
Hamburg, Tennessee, to Corinth, 
Mississippi May 3, 1862 


Letter, from Abraham Slough to Lydia 
A. Slough: Camp near Corinth, 
Mississippi May 21, 1862 


Letter, from Abraham Slough to Lydia 
A. Slough: Camp Clear Creek, 
Mississippi June 23, 1862 


Letter, from Abraham Slough to Lydia 
A. Slough: Camp near Rienzi, 
Mississippi July 5, 1862 


Inventory--Abraham Slough Letters, continued 


Folder 1 


Letter, from Abraham Slough to Lydia 
A. Slough: Camp Clear Creek, 
Mississippi 


Letter, from Abraham Slough to Lydia 
A. Slough: Camp near San Jacinto, 
Mississippi 


Letter, from Abraham Slough to Lydia 
A. Slough: Camp near San Jacinto, 
Mississippi 


Letter, from Abraham Slough to Lydia 
A. Slough: Camp Rienzi, 
Mississippi 


Letter, from Abraham Slough to Lydia 
A. Slough: Camp seven miles south 
of Oxford, Mississippi 


Letter, from John M. Stucky, Gen. 
Ast. Surg. 59th Ind. Infty. to 
"Surgeon in Charge Hospital": 
Camp 59th Ind. Infty. near 
Memphis, Tennessee 


Letter, from Abraham Slough to Lydia 
A. Slough: Overton Hospital, 
Memphis, Tennessee 


Letter, from Abraham Slough to Lydia 
A. Slough: Overton Hospital, 
Memphis, Tennessee 


Letter, from James E. Hyden, Lt. Co. 
A, 59 Regt., to Mrs. A. Slough: 
Camp 59th Regt. Ind. Infty, 
Memphis, Tennessee 


List of names 


Letter fragment, from Abraham 
Slough to Lydia A. Slough 


Pension voucher of widow Lydia 
A. Slough 


July 24, 1862 


August 9, 1862 


September 4, 1862 


September 7, 1862 


December 17, 1862 


January 21, 1863 


February 6, 1863 


February 15, 1863 


February 18, 1863 


Tyre. 


1894 


Inventory--Abraham Slough Letters, continued 3 
F.S. 
Folder 2 Letter, from Thomas A. McNaught 

(late Col. 59th Regt. Ind. Vols.) 

to Mrs. Nancy Goddard April 29, 1988 


Certificate of military service 
from Adjutant General's Office, 
State of Indiana April 23, 1957 
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INVENTORY 
Daniel S. Schenck Diary 
Dates: October 4, 1862 - October 16, 1863 
Accession Number: 900424L- 
Donor: Vigo County Historical Society 
Description: One file folder in a flat storage box. 


Content and Scope of Collection 


Born in Mt. Healthy, Ohio, on May 11, 1834, Dan Schenck 
served as Commissary Sergeant for the 79th Regiment Illinois 
Volunteers during the Civil War. This collection contains one 
leather-bound notebook which appears to be a handwritten copy of 
diaries kept by Schenck during part of his military service. It 
is divided into two sections: "First Book" covers the period 
from October 4, 1862 to January 10, 1863; "Second Book" covers 
the period from February 13, 1863 to October 16, 1863. 


The book contains a very detailed account of the activities 
of the 79th Illinois Infantry as well as personal observations 
which give an invaluable look into the life of a soldier during 
the Civil War. After the war, Schenck was a dry goods merchant 
in Paris, Illinois. He died June 20, 1902. 


**x A transcript of the Schenck diary is included in the inventory 
folder with the collection. 


Mis 
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INVENTORY 


John Kuppenheimer Diary 
Dates: July 5, 1861 - February 13, 1862 
Accession Number: 900424J- 


Donor: Vigo County Historical Society 
Description: One envelope and one file folder in a flat storage 
box 


Born in Baden, Germany, around 1848, John Kuppenheimer 
immigrated to the United States and was a clerk in Terre Haute, 
Indiana, at the time he was mustered into the Union Army on June 
7, 1861. He served as a private in Company F, 14th Regiment 
Indiana Volunteers. His military service involved campaigns 
throughout West Virginia; he was discharged with disability on 
May 6, 1862. 


Returning to Terre Haute, Kuppenheimer became a wholesale 
and retail dealer in clothing with his brother Berhard. In 1876, 


Banner, with Charlies Lustig. By 1880, he was a letter carrier 


under Postmaster Filbeck. At age 62, Kuppenheimer died in Terre 
Haute on July 11, 1902. 


This collection contains the Civil War diary of John 
Kuppenheimer (Envelope 1) and a typewritten transcript of the 
diary compiled by Dorothy J. Clark (Folder 1). The diary 
includes daily entries which chronicle the activities of the 14th 
Regiment Indiana Volunteers while stationed in West Virginia. 


iy S AE 
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INVENTORY 

Austin Murphy Diary 

Dates: January 1 - December 31, 1864 

Accession Number: 900424K- 

Donor: Vigo County Historical Society 

Description: Four file folders in a flat storage box. 


Born in Pomeroy, Ohio, on March 16, 1844, Austin Murphy 
moved to Putnam County, Indiana, with his parents when he was 
still a child. During the Civil War (1861-65), Murphy served in 
Company H, 43rd Regiment Indiana Volunteers and then re-enlisted 
with the 18th United States Infantry. After the war, he married 
Mary A. Coffman on August 27, 1866 and eventually settled in 
Terre Haute. He died there on November 19, 1926. 


This collection contains a photocopy of Austin Murphy’s 
Civil War pocket diary for the year 1864. Daily entries 
chronicle the activities of the 18th United States Infantry while 
camped at Chattanooga, Tennessee, and during the Atlanta campaign 
which started in May 1864. Murphy includes detailed accounts of 
encounters with the Confederate forces as well as his stay in the 
hospital after he is wounded in battle. 
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INVENTORY 


Daniel S. Schenck Diary 

Dates: October 4, 1862 - October 16, 1863 
Accession Number: 900424L- 

Donor: Vigo County Historical Society 

Description: One file folder in a flat storage box. 


Born in Mt. Healthy, Ohio, on May 11, 1834, Dan Schenck 
served as Commissary Sergeant for the 79th Regiment Illinois 
Volunteers during the Civil War. This collection contains one 
leather-bound notebook which appears to be a handwritten copy of 
diaries kept by Schenck during part of his military service. It 
is divided into two sections: "First Book" covers the period 
from October 4, 1862 to January 180, 1863; "Second Book" covers 
the period from February 13, 1863 to October 16, 1863. 


The book contains a very detailed account of the activities 
of the 79th Illinois Infantry as well as personal observations 
which give an invaluable look into the life of a soldier during 
the Civil War. After the war, Schenck was a dry goods merchant 
in Paris, Illinois. He died June 20, 1902. 
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INVENTORY 


David W. Stratton Diary 

Dates: 1861-1880 

Accession Number: 90042401- 

Donor: Vigo County Historical Society 

Description: One envelope (original diary) and one folder 
(transcript) in a flat storage box. 


This Civil War diary chronicles the activities of Company D, 
31st Regiment Indiana Volunteers, between August 6, 1861 - 
January 6, 1863. A muster roll of the company is included. The 
rest of the book contains miscellaneous personal notes and 
financial accounts primarily during the 1870s. The last pages 
include entries about family history. 


The diary appears to be the property of David W. Stratton, 
although the name J.P. Stratton also appears on the first inside 
page. Apparently David W. and Joseph P. Stratton were brothers 
born in Sullivan County, Indiana, and the sons of Robert S. and 
Mary Daugherty (Baker) Stratton. Both were mustered into the 
Union Army on September 20, 1861 and served in the 31st Regiment, 
Company D. For additional background information, see inventory 
folder and the Stratton genealogy file in Special Collections. 


The collection also contains a transcript of the Civil War 
segment of the diary in Folder 1. For a history of the 31st 
Regiment Indiana Volunteers, see SpC 973.74S. 


See? Archives for 
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INVENTORY 


Civil War Diary 

Dates: July 1861 - August 1862 

Accession Number: 900424H- 

Donor: Vigo County Historical Society 
Description: One envelope in a flat storage box. 


This Civil War diary chronicles the activities of the 31st 
Regiment Indiana Volunteers between July 1861-August 1862. There 


is no name listed on the diary to verify ownership. The diary 
was donated to the Vigo County Historical Society in 1968 and 
ownership was attributed to a James Harvey Washburn. However, 


there does not appear to be any evidence which links Washburn to 
the 31st Regiment. A James H. Washburn died in Vigo County in 
1923, but it is unlikely that he is the author of the diary. 
Washburn was originally from Illinois and would have been 14 
years old during the time the diary chronicles. 


Most likely the author of the diary was from Sullivan 
County, Indiana, and served in Company D of the 31st Regiment. 
(The back of the diary contains lists of soldiers from Company 
D.) The diary has been transcribed and appears in a newspaper 
1978 (see inventory folder for a copy). For a history of the 
31st Regiment Indiana Volunteers, see SpC 973.74S. 
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Harris Family Papers 

Dates: 1863-1878 

Accession Number: 991012C 

Donor: Unknown 

Description: Two file folders in a flat storage box 


Biograph 


Born in Delaware in 1820, Richard John Harris was a farmer, stockgrower, and 
businessman in Sugar Creek Township, Vigo County. He married Lavina Bennett and had 
ten children: Mary, James, George, Thomas, Richard, Gideon, Charles, Martha, Frances, 
and Lavina. Richard John Harris died September 2, 1888 and is buried in Bethesda 
Cemetery in Sugar Creek Township. 


James W. Harris, son of Lavina Bennett and Richard John Harris, was born circa 
1843 in Indiana. His Civil War service record states that he enlisted as a Corporal in the 2nd 
Cavalry (41st) Regiment Indiana Volunteers, Company H, on November 1, 1861. He was 
promoted to Full Lieutenant Ist Class on March 2 (effective April 8), 1863. In 1864 and 
1865 for approximately 9 months, Liet. James W. Harris was a prisoner of war in Macon, 
Georgia and Charleston, South Carolina. He was honorably discharged from service on 
March 21, 1865. 


According to Bradsby's History of Vigo County, Indiana. James W. Harris was a 
minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church after the Civil War. No record of his death has 
been found. 


George Washington Harris, the third child of Lavina Bennett and Richard John 
Harris, was born in 1844 in Sugar Creek Township, Vigo County. During the Civil War, 
George Harris served under three regiments. On November 1, 1861, he enlisted as a Private 
in the 2nd Cavalry (41st) Regiment Indiana Volunteers, Company H, and was discharged on 
January 29, 1863. On May 17, 1864, he enlisted as a Sergeant Ist Class in the 133rd 
Regiment Indiana Infantry, Company H, and was mustered out on September 5, 1864. And 
finally, on February 17, 1865, he enlisted as a Sergeant in the 149th Regiment Indiana 
Infantry, Company F, and was mustered out on September 27, 1865. 


Following the war, George W. Harris attended DePauw University in Greencastle, 
Indiana. After several years as a teacher, Harris turned to farming the land his father had 
owned in Sugar Creek Township. In 1883 he was elected Vigo County Surveyor. He was 
also the commander of Jacob Hoops Post No. 163, Grand Army of the Republic. 


George Harris married Cindora McClain in 1867 and had six children: William H., 
Eva and Iva (twins), Ethalinda, George Jr., and James. He was killed at a railroad crossing in 
Sugar Creek township on October 21, 1903. 


Inventory—Harris Family Papers 2 


Content and Scope of Collection 


This collection contains letters of the Harris family written during the Civil War and 
its aftermath. The September 30, 1864 letter addressed to the father Richard John Harris 
discusses his son, Liet. J. W. Harris, being a prisoner of war at Charleston, South Carolina. 
Also of special note is the August 26, 1865 letter written by another son, George W. Harris. 
This letter describes an incident involving the murder of an army officer by an African 
American and the subsequent execution of this man. 


Also included in the collection is a draft of a medical disability claim for James W. 
Harris as a prisoner of war, a list of Civil War officers that includes George W. Harris, and 
an inventory of the personal estate of Richard J. Harris, Jr. 

Background material and transcripts of the letters in this collection are included in 
the inventory folder. 


Flat Storage Box 


Folder 1 Letter, from Josiah [Beccord?}, Camp Wood, Feb. 17 
Kentucky, to J. R. Harris 


Letter, from unidentified individual, Terre Haute, Jan. 28, 1863 
Indiana, to "Bro. Jim" 


Letter, from Bennett Depenbrock, 2nd Lieutenant, Sept. 30, 1864 
Company H, 2nd Indiana Cavalry, Cartersville, 


Georgia, to R. J. Harris, Terre Haute, Indiana 


Letter, from George W. Harris, Camp Decatur, Aug. 26, 1865 
Alabama, to "Father" [Richard J. Harris] 


Letter, from Alfred Hopps, Terre Haute, Indiana, June 1, 1866 
to George W. Harris 


Envelope addressed to R. J. Harris, Macksville, Dec. 29 
Vigo County, Indiana 


Folder 2 Draft of a medical disability claim [James W. Harris] n.d. 
List of Civil War officers (includes George W. Harris) n.d. 


Inventory of the personal estate of Richard J. Harris, Jr., Aug. 12, 1878 
deceased 
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INVENTORY 


Camp Dick Thompson Muster Rolls 

Dates: 1862 

Accession Number: SM D.C. #B 

Donor: Unknown ; 
Description: Eight file folders in a small document case. Copies are in 


Community Affairs File in Special Collections Room. 


Content and Scope of Collection 


Civil War muster rolls contain names of Terre Haute soldiers. 


S.M. D.C. #3 


Folder 1 Capt. Dean's Co. 97th Ind. Vol. Inf. 
Folder 2 Capt. Axtel's Co. A. 97th Ind. Vol. Inf. 
Folder 3 Capt. Holstin's Co. 97th Ind. Vol. Inf. 
Folder 4 Capt. Conklin's Co. C. 71st Reg. Ind. Vol. 
Folder 5 Capt. Steam's Co. H. 71st Reg. Ind. Vol. 
Folder 6 Capt. Weir's Co. K. 71st Reg. Ind. Vol. 
Folder 7 Capt. Conover's Co. D. 71st Reg. Ind. Vol. 
Folder 8 Capt. Starnes's Co. H. 71st Reg. Ind. Vol. 
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Under Canvass 

Date: 1862 

Accession Number: 990302G 

Donor: Unknown 

Description: One book in an envelope in a document case 


Content and Scope of Collection 


Under Canvass was written by J. T. Pool, a journalist for the Terre Haute Express 
newspaper, who traveled with Company F of the Fourteenth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer 
Infantry in 1861 and wrote dispatches on Company F's activities back to the newspaper. 
These dispatches were later compiled into a 64-page book published by Oliver Bartlett in 
1862. At this date (July 2002), the book's binding is in poor shape and the last two pages of 
the book are missing. 


The full title of the book is Under Canvass. or, Recollections of the Fall an mmer 
Campaign of the 14th Regiment, Indiana Volunteers, Col. Nathan Kimball, in Western 
Virginia, in 1861. As its subtitle indicates, the book "contain[s] incidents of scouting 
parties, skirmishes, battles, anecdotes of the war, life around the campfires, etc." 


Mustered in on June 7, 1861 as a three-year regiment, the Fourteenth Regiment was 
formed by soldiers from the following Indiana counties: Vigo, Parke, Vermillion, Putnam, 
Clay, Owen, Greene, Sullivan, Knox, and Vanderburgh. From July 1861 to December 
1861, when Pool was reporting on their activities, Company F of the Fourteenth Regiment 
was headquartered in present-day West Virginia and participated in the battles of Cheat 
Mountain (September 12, 1861) and Green Briar (October 3, 1861). 


On page 62, Pool indicates that the regiment received orders on December 2, 1861 
to, "brake up camp at Hutton[s]ville and go into winter quarters at [Philippi]." He then 
announces his intent of recounting the 1862 campaign in a second book which does not 
appear to have been published. 


Background material about Company F and about the book itself are included in the 
inventory folder for this collection. 


D.C. 


Envelope 1 Pool, J. T. Under Canv r lections of the Fall and Summer 


| 
Campaign of the 14th Regiment Indiana Volunteers. Col. Nathan 


Kimball. in Western Virginia. in 1861. Terre Haute, IN: Oliver 
Bartlett, 1862. 
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